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OVERVIEW: What’s new in Version 7.1 

VERSION 1.0, SPRING 2007 

Discussion Board Changes 

 
With the enhancements made to Discussion Board, this can be a powerful tool for building community with 
your students.  Here is a list of enhancements/changes: 
• By selecting an option while creating a forum, a gradebook item is automatically created and Grade 

buttons conveniently appear within the forum for point scoring. 
• You can now perform text searches in a single forum or through all forums in a course.  You can also 

specify a date range. 
• You can conduct a “peer review,” where one can rate the postings 

made by others in the group, using a five-star system. 
• Group members can be alerted, via email, to new submissions to a discussion forum. 
• You can control the flow of submissions so that postings aren’t public until you review them. 
• The Archives option (present in older versions of Blackboard) has been removed.  Instead, 

you can change status from “Published” to “Hidden” to get the same effect. 

To add a new forum 

Find a forum containing specified text (and a 
specified date range) 

Click here to post 
scores 

Current counts 

Swap post list 

Hide post list 

Maximize to see 
all posts 

Flag 
Bold means unread post 

New forum listing page: 

New thread/post listing page: 
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 Assessments & Gradebook 
This new version contains several enhancements when building and managing tests. 
Options when Creating/Modifying Test 
• Convert a question into extra credit.  The points are not included in the total points in Gradebook, and 

students aren’t penalized for an incorrect answer.   
Options when Deploying Test in a Content Area 
• You can specify the number of times a student can take the same test (Multiple attempts in Test Options 

screen).  In Gradebook, you can decide which attempt to grade, as in the following example:  

You can also choose which attempt to clear.  
 
• You can allow students to take a test without it affecting their 

total score — and the score can be hidden from the instructor. 
• Test Feedback choices (what student is allowed to see after 

submitting a test) are more flexible.  You can select any 
combination of score, submitted answers, correct answers and/or feedback). 

Options with Importing/Exporting 
• Like a question pool, a single test can now be imported into — or exported from — the Test or Survey 

Manager.  This allows for greater flexibility in transferring tests between courses.   
Enhancement when Submitting a Test 
• The screen a student sees after submitting a test now includes: 1) student name, 2) course name, 3) test/

survey name, and 4) date of submission.  This screen can be printed to verify completion of a test, for 
example. 

Visual Text Box Editor 

Use of the Visual Text Box Editor (WYSIWYG buttons) has expanded slightly.  For example,  you can now 
insert a image (or other media) file into a discussion board thread or post, via a new row of buttons. 
 
Browser Compatibility 
The Visual Text Box Editor is now available in Mozilla Firefox 1.0 on the Macintosh; there is a “lite 
version” (less buttons) of the Editor in Safari 2.0.  On Windows PCs, the Editor works with Internet Explorer 6.0 
& 7.0, Netscape 8.0 and Firefox 1.0.   
 
New Row Buttons 

 
 
 

Clear formatting.  Click this button to remove an extraneous HTML code 
that the cursor is next to — in the Pathfinder box.   
Particularly useful when copying HTML code from somewhere else and 
pasting it into the Editor box. 

Subscript Strikethrough Superscript 

Enhancements to these math/equation tools 


